DECLARATION OF JOHN T> SCHNEBLY 

I, JOHN T. SCHNEBLY, hereby declare as follows: 

I have over thirty y^rs of experience in the wmdow^^ My e3q)erience 

includes prodtict development. msav£3kctisnBg» sales and licensiiig of window covering products, 
particularly ceUnlar shades. 

I have a AB degree in Psychology which T received from The University of Rodiester 

I cuET^itty hold 21 United States Intents, all rdaled to wi^ Tenof 
th^ pateacits are specifically directed to cdlular shades andcsDular materials^ also called 
honeyccHnb material, vs&i in window covering products. I also have sevCTl foreign patents 
related to window coverings. 

In 1982 1 founded, with oth^s, Thermocell, Ltd, a designer and manufecturer of window 
coverings which we sold to Hunter Douglas in about 1990 . While at Theimocell I, and others 
^0 worked wrdi me, were responsible for new product development includii^ the devdqpment 
of cellular window coverings. The dngle cefl i»-oduct sold by Hunter Douglas under the 
trademark Duette, as well as amachine to make the product, were developed at Jheimocell by 
me and iny partners. The Duette single ceUprtdiKl hashes the most popular single 
window covering for many years. That prodiKt and the machine developed to make the product 
are disclosed in United Stetes Patrat No. 4,450,027. 

In 1986 1 founded Comfortex Corporation, a manufecturer of winctow coverings, wtee I 
was in charge of research and developm^ I held the position of Ctsirman of Comfortex 
QMi>oration and its Technical DiiectOT 1996. 


BEST AVAIUBLE COr 


Prior to Thennocell, I founded Aj^ffopriate Technology Corporation in Brattleboro, VT 
in 1 976. I also established the Passive Solar Products Division of Ihe Mustrial Fabrics 
Association Intemationa] in 1979 as well as the Passive Solar Division of the Solar Energy 
Industries Association m 1 978. I also established 4e ASTM task group on window treatmOTt 
testing staiKiards m 1979. 

I am currently working on some massive building projects in Rensselaer County NY, 
where I live. My most recent patent. United States Patent N. 6,674^55 B2, was issued on 
Janmiy 6, 2004. I am now negotiating with Somfy/Hannonic Design for an e;a:lu5ive license to 
this patent relating to window treatment automation, wireless control of such window treatments, 
and TCP/IP protocols for wireless control of related lighting and KCVAC systems. 

At the time Comfortex Ccwporation was fomied in 1986 we had a double cell cellular 
jHodnctbm did not have ai^r single cell product Our double cell product fad a stack width of 
1 3/8inch^. We sold the dCHible cdl product in traditional blinds in 
is hung from a headrail. We also sold the celhilar product in an arch blind 

One of the probimis with an archblijidis that a semicircular opening is created at tixe 
center point of an open aichblixKl Formany years the art had provided various types of inserts 
vMch could be used to cover this opening. Many of those ins&ts weie molded plastic, 
decorative structures. 

While at Corafortejc, I, working in conjunction with others, concluded that we could 
make from pieces of our Syra{Aoay double cell material a structure to cover the opening in an 
aichblind ITiis structure came to be called die Rosette. At that time Comfortex made custom 
window coverings to fit windows \\lK>sedin3ensions were provi Inmaking 
these products we cut segments of double cell material from large stacks or blankets of double 
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cell material. Each segment was sized to correspond to the diinensions provided by the 
customer. After one or more segments were cut from a blanket we often had peces of double 
ceU material that were too small tabe ased as a window covering. We took one of these left 
over pieces of material and removed one fece of the material by cutting the piece parallel to flat 
fece using a box knife. The resulting piece of material had a height of fiom 1 to 3 inches, a 
widthofabout !•/« inch and a length that was never more than 4 inches. Then we fenned the cut 
cellular product to create a senricircnlar structure which would fit over the opening in ihe arch 
blind. Attached is a drawh^ showing a side view of a portion of our double cdl product, lhat 
same portion cut to fonn the Rosette and the same pwtion fanned to fit into the opening of an 
arch shade. Because the Rosette was made fixm asmaU piece of double cefl material and only 
the end of 4e material was visible when the Rosette was instaUed, this product could be made 
fiom scrap pieces of our double c^ matraiaL 

We did not consider the Rosette to be a window covering product or a ceDular pleated 

shade member any more than the 0astic mserts {deviously used to cover the opening in an arch 

blind would be considered a window covering product or a cellular pleated shade member. 
Although Comfortex did have a double cell product, the company had no single cell 

window covering: Because ofihepqjularityoftheHuitterDou^ Duetto sm^eceU product 

wesawaneedtoaddasinglecdltoourproductline. We could not. however, copy the Duette 

product because of patents held by Hunter Douglas on this product 

liespite our recognition of a need for a single ceU product which did not infiinge the 

Hunter Douglas patents, we did not consido- making a single ceU window covering product by 

cutting our double cell to fonn a single cell structure. 
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In 1 994 Ren Jiidkins disclosed to me and others at Comfortex und^ a confidentialiiy 
agreement his invention under which a multiple cell honeycomb febric was cut into a tabbed 
ccDular product and a second product that could be a tabbed pleated sheet or second tabbed 
cellular product He called the process flie split cake process. Since we had adoubie cell 
product and ecprifment ftat could make double cell or multiple cell products, this kvention was 
of interest to us. Therefore, Comfortex agreed to a license fiom Mi. Judkins for his process of 
Tnaking a tabbed honeycomb material as \vell as Ihe products made by that process. 

At the time we created the Rosette throu^ the period until Mr. J odkins disclosed his split 
cake process to me, neither I nor others at Com&rtex had conceived of a single cell window 
covering product in ^ch a singje tab ^ctendsfirom each cell This is true even though we had 
earlier created the Rosette and were familiar with fteDuettes^ Wehaduseda 
box knife to create the Rosette, but abox knife could not be used to cut blankets of cellular 
product to form a single cell window covering. Instead, one would need a machine like that Ren 
Judkins disclosed to us in WMifidence in 1994. Such a madrine is described in Mr. Judkins 
United States Patent No. 5,630,898. We had not envisioned such a ms^rhjn^. or the prx>cess by 
wiiich one could cut large sta<±sOT blankets of ceMarm^ Therefore, a tabbal cellular 
window covoing product was not obvious to me from either our Rosette, the Daette single cell 
or oAer cdlular inducts in tbs maiJ£eq)Iace. Moreover, in toy opimoo it would not have been 

obvious to others sJdUed in the art to mate a tabbed ceUular product even 
the Rosette; and the Doette i^odact or patents. 

Ahhough I do not taiow when, the Rosette was first used in public in I have been toid that 
this occurred in 1^. We continued to use the Rosette fiom the date ofitsintrodiKtion for as 
long as I was with the company. I believe that the Rosette cMilinues in use today. DesfHte the 


knowledge of those in the art of the Rosette, no one prior to Mr. Judkins had thou^ to create a 
cdklar product in vkiiich a snigje tab extends firom each cell. 

Scrap rates have always been a concern to manufacturers and developers of window 
covering products. The effijrt has always been to nMnimize the scrap. Because of this concern, 
those skilled in the art would not be motivated to cut an existtng cellular product to remove 
material leaving another ptotion that could be used as a window covering product. 

Other reasons ^^y we did not consider cutting a niulti-KJel] im)duct to make a tabbed 
singje cell are the extra work and the cost of effective cutting systems. Based upon my 
ej^erience and knowledge of the ait, it is my optnion that a tabbed cellular iHoduct of the type 
disclosed and claimed by Ren Judkins in his patent applicati(Hi was not obvious to those skilled 
in the art in the early 90's vfben Mr. Judkins' invention was shown to us and would not have been 
obvious to those skilled in ttte art who are feniliar witii the Rosette product and otha- cellular 
products in die industry. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States that the foregoing is 
true and correct, and, &rtfaer, that these statements were mads with ibsi knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine, imprisonment, or bofli, under 
Section 1001 of Title 1 8 of the United States Code. This dedaiaticm is signed by me on 
June 22, 2004. 
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Piece of Symphony 
double cell material 


Piece of Symphony 
double cell material 
after being cut 




End view of Rosette 


Perspective view of the Rosette 
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